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Current data storage devices have a finite lifespan, but
information could be saved on quartz glass,
which is resistant to chemicals, water, and extreme

heat.

@ compulsively
@ inadvertently
® perpetually
@ superficially
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Advocates of euthanasia regard it as an act of

benevolence.
@ altruism @ desperation
(® penitence @ betrayal
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Sue: Honestly, I’m thinking of selling the restaurant.
Mike: Don’t be silly, Sue. It’s only been open for six
months.

Sue: When will 1 ever be able to save money? I’'m
barely making a profit.

Mike:

Sue: I know. I guess I need to be more patient.

Mike: That’s more like it.

@ Don’t give up your day job

@ You bit off more than you can chew
® You should cash in your chips

@ Rome wasn’t built in a day
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A number of witnesses questions from

officers, but there are still no suspects in the case.

D to answer
@ has answered
(® have answered

@ were answered
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— The higher the altitude, the less plentiful the oxygen
in the air becomes.
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— He decided to replace the bowl from that the dog eats.
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— The purpose of morality is not to think about what
makes us feel good, but what would benefit others.
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— Children spend their early years learning how to

associate words with the things those words represent.
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Brazilian political elections lay claim to be one of the
most farcical, if not downright bizarre, in the world.
In 2012, for instance, there were 16 Barack Obamas,
5 Batmans, and 2 James Bonds listed on the official
ballot. Candidates are also not above wearing costumes
or doing impersonations of the famous names they
take on to get noticed. Because the country has around
30, rather than 3 or 4, prominent political parties,
there are usually 60 to 70 people running for various
offices. With so many choices, candidates must do

whatever they can

@ to stand out in the crowd

@ to win an election easily

® to get the public to vote

@ to make politics entertaining
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A single word has the power to determine what we
think and the way we act. What’s unsettling, though,
is that most of the time we aren’t aware of this. Not
surprisingly, manufacturers take full advantage of
how words infiltrate our subconscious and alter our
decisions. Take food products. Have you ever seen
a box of cereal or crackers with the word “crunchy”
written on the packaging? Despite the fact that we
know perfectly well all cereal and crackers are crunchy,
the pointless modifier somehow compels us to choose
the brands that use this word over ones that don’t.
This inexplicable reaction is so compelling that even
when consumers are told the two items are exactly the
same, people still inevitably pick the one that displays

positive-sounding adjectives.

(D The choices that we make can be influenced by just
one word.

@ Companies exploit the unusual effects words have on
consumers.

(® Some adjectives on product wrappers are largely
unnecessary.

@ People do not realize that most items are identical to

each other.
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The cultural phenomenon known as a “selfie” is a
self-photograph, usually taken with a cell phone and
subsequently uploaded on social media sites to be
shared. (O These communal pictures range from the

artistic to the humorous to the downright vulgar and

span all races and nations. @ Modern technology is what

has helped propel this trend to global proportions these

days, but this narcissistic, though harmless, activity

has been around since photography was invented.

Experts are particularly interested in the psychological

effects that the fad will have on the younger generation

as time goes by. @ In fact, the very first selfie was

taken in 1839 by Robert Cornelius, who took a portrait

of himself sitting with his arms crossed.
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The writing part of English exams is the most difficult
section for many foreign students. So how can you
produce a good essay? First, realize that the questions
aren’t designed to test the number of ideas you have,
so don’t spend all your time thinking about ten
different things. Pick one or two of your best thoughts
and focus instead on being . Ask yourself:
Is what I am writing logical and rational? Does my
reasoning make sense? If your theories aren’t getting
through to the reader, it doesn’t matter how many you
have. Furthermore, is crucial for non-native
speakers when writing. Students tend to make the
mistake of thinking that long, convoluted sentences
will impress graders. Rather, this usually just leads to
mistakes in grammar and the addition of superfluous
details. A concise sentence, however short, will keep
your paper clean and accurate, assuring higher-quality
work.

(D coherent — brevity

@ expressive — gravity

® profound — neutrality
@ versatile — ingenuity
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With air pollution at an all-time high across the Asian
continent this spring, the demand for face masks has
increased so much that there has even been a shortage
in China’s capital, Beijing. But medical practitioners
declare that those who wear them are under the false
impression that they protect against smog or airborne
illnesses. In reality, the purpose of surgical masks is
to prevent surgeons from infecting patients with water
molecules should they happen to sneeze or cough
while performing surgery. The mouth coverings,
whatever the public believes, are not a deterrent for
air particles, which can easily penetrate the cloth.

(1D Face Masks: An Ineffective Shield

@ Importance of Face Masks in Hospitals
3 How Do Face Masks Deter Pollution?

@ Face Masks and the Chinese Economy
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