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He told me in confidence that the manager was being
fired.

@ privately

@ accidentally
@ in the end
@ in a nutshell
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@ cumulative — effect
@ formidable — rival
(3 construction — criticism

@ illicit — substance
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A: Are you ready to go see Firestorm? Dan’s meeting
us at the theater.

B: Oh, I completely forgot that was today. I wish I
hadn’t stayed up late last night working.

A: No wonder you look so tired.

B: I can’t keep my eyes open.

A: Not at all. Go home and get some rest. I’ll just go
with Dan.

B: Thanks a lot. I appreciate your understanding.

@ Count me in.

@ Thanks for having me.

® Is tomorrow all right with you?
@ Do you mind if I beg off?
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Once I @ was eating at my favorite food stall when
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the owner told me @ what they would be closed the
next week. It seemed unusual that a business (3 would
take such a break, but I took him at his word. When
I stopped by the following week, it was completely
gone — the owner @ had actually said they would be
closing.
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@ It’s high time the government eliminates the national
sales tax.

@ It’s high time the government will eliminate the
national sales tax.

® It’s high time the government eliminated the national
sales tax.

@ It’s high time the government has eliminated the

national sales tax.
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The actions of Nero, who is widely regarded as ancient
Rome’s most ruthless emperor, were so despicable that
citizens eventually rose up against him. Accused of
having neglected Rome while a great fire raged for
nearly a week, then blaming and persecuting Christians
for the blaze, Nero was already feared and mistrusted
by much of the public. As if that were not enough, he
sold political offices to the highest bidders, executed
people without restraint, and stole from temples to
fund his own lavish lifestyle. After several failed
attempts to him during uprisings, his own
bodyguards finally abandoned him. With no support
left and an impending death sentence, he took his own

life.

@ defect
@ delegate
® defer
@ depose
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While scientists were already aware that rats use their
whiskers to navigate in the dark, a new experiment
provides information about how much control they
actually have over their movement. By monitoring
rats in a variety of settings, it was determined that
whisker movement changes as rats become familiar
with their surroundings. When the rats were put in
a maze for the first time, they moved their whiskers
in broad, tentative sweeps toward the floor. The
scientists found this comparable to how a person in
a dark, unknown room might walk cautiously with
their hands along a wall. However, once the rats had
passed through the same course a number of times,
their whisker movements were no longer as uncertain.
Instead, moving quicker, they pushed their whiskers
forward in order to better detect obstacles that they
could potentially collide with.

According to the passage, the movements of a rat’s
whiskers in a new environment are

@ exploratory
@ reckless

(O combative
@ erratic
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The secretary of education announced that in order
to raise national scholastic levels across the board,
more funding needs to be invested into public schools.
Research shows that private schools in more affluent
districts have the resources to hire teachers with a
master’s degree or higher, who are certified in the
subjects they teach, and who have many years of
practical experience. Economically disadvantaged
public schools, on the other hand, are

In these schools, most teachers possess a bachelor’s
degree and have no particular expertise in the subjects
they teach. Furthermore, they tend to have an average
of only four years of teaching experience. Essentially,
the quality of education available in underprivileged
areas is minimal and holding children back.

@ falling short
® clamping down

@ cutting in
@ reaching out

It has become increasingly difficult for East Aftricans
living in the United States to wire much-needed money
back home to their families. Up until recently, people
were able to visit small money-transmitting companies
that specialize in sending funds to the region. They
would give their wages to the transmitters, who would
then take their transaction to a US bank willing to make
international wire transfers to remote locations. However,
stricter policies that have been put in place to prevent
money laundering and terrorism financing in Africa
have caused US banks to gradually stop their services to
Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia. This news is especially
troublesome for Somalia, which currently has no official
banking system or functioning government. Much of
the population living in the war-torn country relies on
the estimated 215 million dollars a year sent by their
relatives in the United States. Without it, many fear that
the nation will soon suffer a major humanitarian crisis.

(D People in East Africa may no longer be able to receive
financial support from relatives in America.

(@ American financial institutions are obeying policies put
in place to prevent misuse of funds.

(3 The humanitarian crisis in Somalia has reached a
peak due to the lack of foreign aid from the American
government.

@ The government in Somalia is ineffective and does not
endorse the banking system.
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Increases in population size as a result of the expansion
of amenity-based industries may lead to the breakdown
of social trust and cause divisions within a community.
As natural resource-based economies transition to
become those established around the service industry,
populations increase because of greater job availability.
Consequently, long-term residents tend to develop
misgivings toward the more transitory newcomers and
the attitudes and beliefs they possess. Rather than try
new services or socialize with recent arrivals, they
increasingly seek out those they are accustomed to.

@ Impact of the Service Industry on Employment

@ Rifts Caused by a Shift in Commerce

® Economic Disparities Within Changing Communities
@ Divisions Between Tourists and Permanent Residents
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